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Absorption and emission of photons
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Direct and indirect band gaps
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Direct bandgap semiconductors are used for optoelectronics



Semiconductors
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TABLE1 Common lII-V materials used to produce
LEDs and their emission wavelengths.

Material Wavelength (nm)
InAsSbP/InAs 4200

InAs 3800
GalnAsP/GaSh 2000
GaSh 1800
GaIn, As, P, 1100-1600
Gay 47Ing s3As 1550

Gag 97104 73480 630 37 1300
GaAs:Er,InP:Er 1540

Si:C 1300
GaAs:Yb,InP:Yb 1000

Al Ga,_As:Si 650-940
GaAs:Si 940
Aly;,Ga; gAs:Si 830

Al Ga, GAs:Si 650

GaAs, P, , 660

GaAs, Py, 620

GaAsy 5P s5 590

(AL Ga,_)ysIngsP 655

GaP 690
GaP:N 550-570
Ga,In, N 340,430,590
SiC 400-460

BN 260,310,490

Light emitting diodes
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Silicon

(—)h2 Energy 300 K Egz 1.12 eV
m., = { E =208V
© d*E E =12eV
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dx E.,=34eV
E,=42eV
<100> 11>
Wave vector
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http://www.matprop.ru/S1_bandstr#Basic



Conduction band minimum

Free electron dispersion relation
4/

E AN :

Minimum of the conduction band

Near the conduction band minimum, the bands are approximately
parabolic.



Effective mass
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W k-
E= ( . 0) +E,
2m
K " The parabola at the bottom of the conduction band does not

have the same curvature as the free-electron dispersion
relation. We define an effective mass to characterize the
conduction band minimum.
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This effective mass is used to describe the response of
electrons to external forces in the particle picture.



Top of the valence band

In the valence band, the effective mass is negative.

E
: 8
m =———=<0
\ k d’E(k)
dk’
Charge carriers in the valence band are x —h’
. m, = =
positively charged holes. " P E(k)

m*, = effective mass of holes x



Holes

A completely filled band does not contribute to the current.

j= | -e(Dk)f(k)dk

= [ —ev(D() fRYdk — [ —ew()DGe) f (k)i
band empty states

_ j ev(k)D(k) f(k)dk

empty states

Holes have a positive charge and a positive mass.
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Free electron Fermi gas
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Semiconductors and insulators - 1d
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Semiconductors and insulators - 2d
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Semiconductors and insulators - 3d
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Density of electrons in the conduction band

The free electron density of states is modified by the effective mass.

1 u—FE
D(E)=D |JE—-E — k.T
( ) c c 1 + eXp [E]’C Tlu] \ B
B Boltzmann
H D(E) : :
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exp((-EYKT) EC - l,l > 3kBT
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D(E) [eV1cem3] 75
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Density of electrons in the conduction band

n= bj D(E)f(E)dE ~ D, bj exp( o7 j E—E.dE
=D _exp po b, jexp _E-E, E-E dE
kT )3 k,T

F — 2 3/2
X ¢ _([ xeXp(kT] X \/;(B )

B

. Jr ke, T

n = NC(T) exp(/’lk_fc j _ 2Dc (kBT)3/2 exp[ﬂ_Ec j

. 3/2

2D k. T : :

N, =22 (k,T)" = 2(”; . j = effective density of states
T



Density of holes in the valence band

1 E—u
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Density of holes in the valence band
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Law of mass action
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For intrinsic semiconductors (no impurities)
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intrinsic carrier density
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Chemical potential of an intrinsic semiconductor
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Boltzmann approximation

of the valence band and the bottom of the conduction band the density of states of a semiconductor can be approximated as,

D, /E,—E, forE<E,
D(E) = { 0, for B, < E < E,
\D.vE—E., forE.<E

1d D, are constants that describe the form of the density of states near the band edges. Often in the literature, these constants are given in terms of the
sses' m; and mg or the 'effective density of states at 300 K' N,(300) and N.(300). The relations to D, and D, are,

(2m)**  VEN.(300) (2m:)¥?  /&N(300)
C o2t 2(kpT)¥? T 23 2(kgT)?

v

yw shows the density of states of various semiconductors in this approximation. The Fermi function is plotted as well. At low energies the value of the
tes are occupied. At high energies the Fermi function goes to zero and those states are unoccupied. In the limit of low temperture, the chemical potent
«ap, i = E,/2. As the temperature increases, the chemical potential moves towards the band with the lower density of states.
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http://lampx.tugraz.at/~hadley/ss1/semiconductors/boltzmann.php



The electrical contribution to the
thermodynamic properties of insulators
depend on band edges

Boltzmann approximation

The table below gives the contribution of electrons in intrinsic semiconductors and msulators to some thenmodynamic quantities. These results where calculated in the Boltzmann approzimation where it is
assumed that the chermical potential les in the band gap more than 2kgT from the band edge. The electronic contnbution to the thermodynamic quantities are usually much smaller than the contribution of the

phonons and thus the electronic components are often simply 1gnored.

2-d

-1

1-d
1 2,
—— E <K
NGB

m*
ﬁH(EV—E) E<E,

X DPI:‘Sit}' of sta‘tes ~ " D(E) £ 0 Ev < F < Ec J-l m-2
g and ey are 'density of states' D(E)Y= 0 E,<E<E, I m .
effective masses 1,
% H{E-F E=>E
1 | 2m E>E Rr ( ) ¢
hr\(E-E,) H(x)=0 for x<0and H(x)=1 for x>0
2 & (300
N,(300) T E<E, M3 ey gy Beg
Density of states g 300%3
Ny and N are the effective D(E)= 0 E,<E <E, mt D(E)= 0 E,<E <E, e
densities of states
2 M, (300)
MN(300) ———— E>E, H(E-E) E=>E,
3007k, (- E,) 300%5
.Density of el.ectruns - m:kgf p H— EC 1 _ m:fgf exp A Ec m_2
in the conduction band B by T hem kgf
n=| D{E)f(E)E - F -E
_E[ (E)F(E) :NCeXp# e :j‘Jce)q;)"u <
. kT kgl
ity T - T E,-
. DE'IISI'I'} of holes p= mh28 xp v M 1 — h28 exp v H m-2
in the valence hand A kgj’ hem kgf
E,
= | DNEY1- F{(E))dE -F -F
p= | DEYL- 7)) :Nvexp(ﬂwq =Nvexp(”HC]



New Semiconductor Materials. Biology systems.
Characteristics and Properties

Semiconductors n.k
database InGaAsP Levels Equivalents Bibliografic database

NSM Archive - Physical Properties of Semiconductors

Si - Silicon Ge - Germanium
GaP - Gallium Phosphide GaAs - Gallium Arsenide
InAs - Indium Arsenide C - Diamond
GasSh - Gallium Antimonide InSb - Indium Antimonide
InP - Indium Phosphide GaAsq14Sby - Gallium Arsenide Antimonide
AlyGaqxAs - Aluminium Gallium Arsenide
AN - Aluminium Nitride Eneray A
s E:=1.2 eV
BN - Boron Nitride E,=0.044 eV
E =348V
E=42eV
‘-“_“‘_‘_‘_
El? E]'l
- E,
<100 |Bx |E, <11>
E. / \N _— holeswave vector
[ ] : / i
http://www.matprop.ru/semicond EGR
Split-off band




Intrinsic semiconductors

In the Boltzrnann approsximation, the density of states of a zemiconductor 1z,

T‘;h, VE._E, f E<E,

D(E)={ 0, R, LBEE,

‘2:‘;53 VE—E., fE.<E

Here m; and m} are the 'density of states effective masses' for electrons and holes. Usually in the literature, effective density of states at 300 K is given instead of the 'density of states effective masses'. The
relationship between the two is,

2 2/3
m}, = g (VENL(300))

m: = e (VEN(300))

3/2 3/2 _E
In an intrinsic semiconductor, the density of electrons equals the density of holes, n = p=n; = \/Nc ( %) N, ( ﬁ) exp( ﬁ )

By setting the concentration of electrons equal to the concentration of holes, it 13 possible to solve for the chemical potential The bandgap of most semiconductors is tetperature dependent. The form below
lets wou input the temperature dependance of the bandgap. The bandgaps for some semiconductors can be loaded into the form with the buttons on the right.

(300)(300)3.-@“1)(”) p=N,(300) (55) " exp(55)

. 300)
p==53—"+kplln (N (300))

1.25

M Ec

L
1.00 e

—] _ )

N300 E) =2 78E19 1/em?® )

07s : : Sermiconductor

Np(300 K3 =|9.84E18 1ere? :
=i Ge Gahs
Eg— 1 166-4.73E- 4’*‘T*T,."(T+E3E) el
p[eV] 050 \ :
= ED E

Ti=1000 ' K

ha3 Replat

http://lamp.tu-graz.ac.at/~hadley/ss1/semiconductors/intrinsic.php



Density of states — internal energy density for electrons in metals

The internal energy density « is the integral of the energy E times the density of states D(E) times the probability that those states are occupied. The occupation
probablility is given by the Fermi function AE).

%= TED(E)f(E)dE: ]’D EDE(E)dE .
= '“exp{ k_ﬂ}rl
T

030

020

_d(E)
dE
0.10

E—u
kT

http://lampx.tugraz.at/~hadley/ss1/materials/thermo/dos2u.html



Narrow bandgap semiconductors

/

Use the programs for metals for small bandgap semiconductors.
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Metal, semiconductor, insulator

Classify these materials as metals, semi-metals, semiconductors, or insulators. The dotted line shows the highest occupied electron state. For semiconductors and
insulators, state if the band gap is direct or indirect.
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